laws of the fecundity, fertility, and sterility of women, are we may pass over the first paper on fertility and fecundity, merely noting the conclusions drawn by Dr. Duncan :? " 1. That the actual fertility increases from the commencement of the child-bearing period of life until the age of thirty is reached, and then declines. " 2. That the actual fertility is much greater (about J-) before the climax is reached than after it is passed." Dr. Duncan remarks on the sudden decrement that takes place in the numbers at the ages of twenty-nine and thirty-one respectively, and thinks it may be explained by the very probable supposition that the age thirty is given by women as a round number. We find that a sudden decrement also occurs at the age of twenty-seven, with a sudden rise at the ages of twenty-six and twenty-eight in both Dr. Collins' and Dr. Duncan's tables.
By comparing the number of children born of women of different ages with the number of women living at the different ages respectively, the comparative fertility is found, and by comparing the number of wives with wives' mothers, the comparative fecundity. The conclusions drawn are,? " 1. That comparative fertility increases gradually until the age of thirty, and then more gradually declines.
" 2. That it is greater in the decade of years following than in that preceding the climax. Hence it follows that while the mass of population is recruited from women below thirty, the women from thirty to forty contribute to the general fertility a larger proportional share than those from twenty to thirty. Reviews. [April, 4'3. The fecundity of the mass of wives, not of individuals, is greatest at the commencement of the child-bearing period of The relation of age to puerperal mortality is next examined; the chief conclusion arrived at is that the age of least mortality is near twenty-five, and on either side of this age mortality gradually increases with the diminution or increase of age, but much more considerably with the increase.
The paper on nubility offers some arguments in answer to the question,?Avhat is physiologically the fit age for female marriage ? Dr. Duncan warns us that menstruation is not to be assumed as synonymous with nubility; and allowing it to be so with puberty, though the exceptions are very numerous, he quotes M. Joulin, "that nubility is the complement of puberty, and the one is ordinarily separated from the other by an interval of several years." The arguments are briefly,?
1. The female pelvis does not acquire the shape best fitted for the passage of the child until after eighteen, while the bony structure is not completed until after the twenty-fifth year.
2. The heavy mortality which accompanies first labours, being about double that accompanying all subsequent labours, is due to the large admixture of premature marriages, while it has been shown that the age of least mortality of first labours is between twenty and twenty-five.
3. The avoidance of sterility. For the age of greatest initial fecundity is from twenty to twenty-four, and there is a greater survival of children born of women aged from twenty to twenty-five.
4. Immature and old mothers are specially liable to bear idiots. There is, however, much practical information scattered in the book, and though we think four pages is rather much to spend on recommending " with undoubted confidence" a flannel skull-cap as the treatment for infantile coryza, yet observations and thoughts will frequently be found to repay the leisure reading of the obstetrician. 82?xli. 20 Reviews.
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